PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – March 5, 2026
UNOFFICIAL MINUTES

The March Parish Council Meeting was called to order by President Stephanie Hornung at 7:45pm and the council opened with Word-Working. 8 members were present, as well as Father John and Jenny Schmidt. The minutes of the February Parish Council Meeting were read by Tonya Hubbell. Mary Benjamin moved to approve the minutes as corrected. Nancy Ackerman seconded. Motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS
-A thank-you-note was read from Gayla Kirmer for an appreciation gift she received for updating the music on the piano over the summer.

COMMISSION REPORTS

Church and Community Affairs Committee: Did not meet
-They will hold a funeral dinner this coming Saturday for Mike Torline.
-They will feed a group from Prince of Peace Parish in Great Bend on March 14th as they do a Lenten pilgrimage visiting different churches and will make a stop in Spearville.
-The Parish Directory is being planned. Photography sessions will take place on Friday, August 28th and Saturday, August 29th. This will coincide with the Parish Feast Day Celebration. Notifications and promotion will be ongoing.
-The Easter Bake Sale will be on Saturday, April 4th from 8-10am in the Oak Room. Parishioners are all encouraged to donate items and deliver them to the back of church by Friday evening or drop off in the Oak Room by 7:30am Saturday morning.

Faith Formation Committee: 5 members met
-The gatherings on Sunday afternoons at 3:30 to watch The Chosen continue; however, there will not be a gathering on March 15th, as the parish Lenten Penance Service will be at the church at 4 pm that afternoon. Sundays remaining are March 8th, March 22nd, and March 29th.
-The committee discussed the Parish Mission on April 21st from 6:30-8:30. Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers and Dr. Marcus Peter are Catholic speakers who have traveled the nation and spoken about our faith on EWTN and on Catholic Radio. “This Is the Hour” will focus on evangelization and living out the gospel. 
-Advertising has begun with our parish and surrounding parishes. Karla Gleason will help Jenny put out postcards to our own parishioners.  
-The committee is planning on providing refreshments prior to the mission and hopes to secure childcare for the evening of the mission as well. 

Finance Committee: Met via text
-They discussed renewing the commitment to provide a $5,000 scholarship fund for parish youth to attend Catholic summer camps. Jenny will provide applications to families like last year. Applicants must be parishioners of our church. Families will be responsible for all costs up front to register with certain camps or summer missions. Scholarships will be awarded in the form of reimbursements once all applications are turned in.

February 2026 Balances 			General Checking:	$ 212,053.98
							Cemetery Fund:	$   36,669.00
							Memorial Account:	$   53,280.44
							Savings/Diocese:	$ 206,274.61

							Total Funds:		$ 508,278.03


Liturgy Committee: Met via text.
-The committee made a plan for Holy Week and all the décor changes that will happen between Palm Sunday weekend and Easter weekend. 


Property Committee: Met via text.
-Father reported that his heater was not working properly. The committee had Jacob Wheaton come check things over and he changed out a faulty thermostat that was the culprit.
-The committee ordered new rolling dish racks for the dishwasher in the rectory, as it was getting rusty and deteriorating.
-The committee discussed hiring Jacob Wheaton with Royal Heating & Air, LLC to do regular maintenance on all the HVAC units at the church’s 3 properties. The service estimate is $3,346.05 annually for bi-annual checks, filter replacements, and necessary maintenance. They recommend the parish contract him for this work.
-The committee plans to cut the pampas grass behind the rectory soon.

Youth Committee: Met via text.
-Plans are underway for the Easter Egg Hunt – Saturday, April 4th at 11 am. Jacob Wheaton has agreed to paint lines for the age sections at the park. The committee has asked Jenny to order items like last year. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
-No old business.

NEW BUSINESS: 
-Frank Mages made a motion to accept the bid from Royal Heating and Air, LLC of $3,346.05 for regularly scheduled maintenance on all HVAC units for all church properties. Mike Hubbell seconded the motion. Motion carried.
-Nancy Ackerman asked if the parish would consider a donation to the production company that produces The Chosen, as it has enriched the Faith Formation gatherings so much in the last few years. The Council asked Faith Formation to consider an amount to propose in the future. 

FATHER’S REPORT:
-The Lenten Penance Service will be on March 15th at 4 PM. 
-Father encourages people to attend the Chrism Mass on Thursday, March 26th at 11 AM at the Cathedral.




President Hornung called for a motion to adjourn. Barb Mages motioned; Mary Benjamin seconded. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 8:40pm. Father John led the group in prayer. 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday, April 9th, beginning at 8:00pm.

Respectfully submitted,




Jenny Schmidt
Parish Secretary
(Minutes are unofficial until read and corrected.)
